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MiGmove  IRural  tDistvtct  Council. 


Gentlemen. 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1908. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  37,364  acres,  exclusive  of  the  area 
under  water. 

The  District  is  situated  in  the  Northern  corner  of  Hereford- 
shu-e  It  is  bounded  on  the  North  and  East  by  Shropshire,  on 
the  West  by  Radnorshire,  on  the  South  by  Kington  and 

Leominster  Rural  Districts.  The  District  is  a  hilly  one,  Mock- 

tree  m  the  North  East  and  Willey  in  the  West,  bordering  on 
1000  feet.  It  is  well  watered  by  the  rivers  Teme,  Olun,  and  Lu<* 
which  flow  in  an  Easterly  direction. 

Geologically  the  District  is  chiefly  Lime  Stone,  with  traces 

here  and  there  of  Freestone.  The  subsoil  is  chiefly  gravel.  The 

hilly  portions  are  on  rock.  The  District  is  well  wooded  and 

picturesque. 


INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  almost  exclusively  Agriculture,  and  the 
district  is  famous  for  the  breeding  of  Hereford  Cattle. 


POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  District  at  the  Census  of  1901  was  4150, 
and  the  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year  1908  was 
4000  ;  showing  a  decrease  of  150. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

(  notification  of  an  Infectious  Disease  the  house 

indicated  ^visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  lie  makes  an  in¬ 
spection  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  and  gives  verbal 


4 


instructions  as  well  as  leaving  a  printed  paper  of  suggestions  and 
precautions  to  be  observed  in  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease.  He  also  leaves  a  printed  card  addressed  to  himself  so 
that  he  may  be  informed,  when  the  Medical  Attendant  considers 
that  the  house  may  he  disinfected.  Disinfection  is  carried  out  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  by  means  of  an  Alformanb  lamp,  free  of 
cost.  Disinfectants  are  also  provided  by  the  Council  free  to  poor 
persons,  on  application  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

When  necessary,  infected  houses  are  also  visited  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  source  of  infection  enquired 
into  and  precautions  necessary  for  preventing  the  spread  of  the 
disease  given.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Director 
of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  University  College,  Bristol,  so 
that  every  medical  man  practising  in  the  District  can  send  swabs 
for  bacteriological  examination  in  cases  of  Diphtheria,  the  report 
is  sent  direct  to  the  practitioner  and  he  sends  it  on  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  The  fees  for  these  examinations  are  paid  by 
the  Council. 

I  recommend  that  the  Council  should  make  arrangements  for 
the  examination  of  sputum  in  suspected  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

The  Emergency  Small-pox  Hospital  at  Birtley  has  not  been 
required  during  the  year. 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of 

infectious  disease  other  than  Small-pox,  connected  with  the 
District. 

MORTALITY  RETURNS* 

The  following  table  shows  certain  statistics  of  mortality 
during  the  year  1908,  compared  with  the  average  for  the  same 
district  during  the  preceding  ten  years,  and  for  England  and 
Wales  Piural  for  the  year  1908. 


Deaths  per  1000  of  population 

1908. 

11-0 

Average  for 
10  years. 

13  5 

England  and 
Wales  Rural  # 

14-7 

Births  ,,  ,,  ,, 

21-0 

25  T 

26-2 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases 

•5 

'5 

•99 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one 
year  per  1000  Births 

1309 

104-2 

110 

5 


The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  is  44, 
which  is  the  lowest  for  the  past  10  years. 

There  were  4  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  District 
occurring  in  Public  Institutions  outside  the  District,  viz.  :  2  in 
Ludlow  Union  and  2  in  County  Asylum,  Hereford.  These  bring 
the  total  number  of  persons  belonging  to  the  District  up  to  48. 
The  number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  is  11. 

The  following  table  gives  the  ages  of  persons  whose  deaths 


istered 

during  the  year  : — 

Under  one  year 

11 

1 

year  and  under  5  years 

2 

5 

years  and  under  15  years  ... 

2 

25 

M  5  ?  ? }  ?  5  •  • * 

13 

65 

years  and  upwards 

20 

48 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  :  — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  1 

Diphtheria  ...  1 

2 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  2 
Death  from  Cancer  ...  ...  1 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  Infants  under 
one  year  of  age  :  — 

Premature  Birth  ...  3 


Atrophy  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  1 

Convulsions  ...  1 

Enteritis  ...  1 

11 


The  number  of  Births  during  the  year  was  84,  which  is  4  less 
than  last  year  and  the  lowrnst  number  that  has  been  recorded  in 
the  District,  it  is  at  a  rate  of  21  per  1000  of  population. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  and  nature  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases  notified  as  occurring  in  the  District. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Erysipelas. 

Number  of  Houses  infected  6  7  2 

,,  ,,  Persons  ,,  7  11  2 

,,  ,,  Deaths  1  1 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

A 

There  were  4  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  Wigmore  District 
during  the  months  of  May,  June  and  July,  the  cases  were  slight 
and  it  did  not  become  epidemic.  There  was  one  case  in  Leint- 
wardine,  an  imported  case.  There  were  two  cases  in  Wigmore 
during  month  of  December,  source  of  infection  imported.  The 
disease  did  not  spread. 


DIPHTHERIA.  * 

There  was  rather  a  serious  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  in  three 
parishes  in  the  District  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  In 
Adforton  Parish  there  were  7  cases  in  three  separate  houses,  I 
could  not  trace  any  connection  between  the  different  houses,  and 
they  *are  situated  a  long  way  from  one  another.  I  visited  the 
School  several  times  and  took  swabs  from  any  suspicious  case 
with  a  negative  result.  The  source  of  infection  in  one  house  was 
evidently  imported  as  one  of  the  infected  persons  only  returned 
home  two  days  before  developing  the  disease.  There  were  2  cases 
in  Brampton  Bryan  Parish  in  separate  houses,  2  cases  in  Wigmore 
in  separate  houses.  In  these  parishes  the  disease  did  not  become 
epidemic.  I  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  recommend  closure 
of  the  Schools. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  (Phthisis). 

There  is  no  system  of  notification  of  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  in  operation,  therefore  no  action  can  be  taken  in 
respect  of  such  cases,  but  in  case  of  a  death  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  if  application  be  made  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
disinfection  of  any  room  or  house  will  be  carried  out.  There  is 
no  Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  belonging  to  the  district. 
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Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Eegulations,  1908, 
issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  provision  is  made  for 
the  notification  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurring  amongst  parish  patients. 
These  regulations  take  effect  on  and  after  January  1st,  1909. 

The  Local  Government  Board  propose  to  issue  a  memorandum 
by  their  Medical  Officers,  setting  out  appropriate  action  that  can 
be  taken  under  these  powers,  and  when  I  receive  a  copy  of  same 
I  shall  recommend  measures  I  think  necessary  for  the  Council  to 
adopt. 


AN  ACCOUNT  OF  SANITARY  WORK, 

During  the  year  the  District  has  been  frequently  inspected, 
both  by  myself  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  sanitary  defects 
found  have  been  reported  on. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES, 

The  cottages  occupied  by  the  working  classes  are  in  a  fairly 
satisfactory  state,  but  in  some  parts  of  the  District  not  in  very 
good  repair. 

Privy-closets  are  provided  to  the  majority  of  cottages,  they 
are  not  kept  in  a  very  sanitary  condition  and  require  to  be  more 
frequently  emptied.  I  have  called  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
notice  for  more  frequent  supervision,  and  have  recommended 
convention  into  pail  earth-closets  in  several  cases. 

No  house  certified  by  me  as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  No 
new  house  occupied  during  the  year. 

The  water  supply  at  Paytoe  Cottages  wras  on  analysis  found 
to  be  polluted  and  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  the  Council 
have  served  notice  for  the  pump  to  be  closed. 

SEWERAGE, 

The  Sewerage  Scheme  for  the  village  of  Wigmore  was  early 
in  the  year  taken  over  from  the  contractor,  and  notices  were 
served  by  the  District  Council  on  the  owners  of  the  premises  to  be 
connected.  These  connections  are  now  almost  complete — see 
report  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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THE  FACTORY  &  WORKSHOPS  ACT  OF  1901. 

Sec.  132  of  this  Act  is  as  follows  : — 

“  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  every  District  Council 
shall,  in  his  Annual  Report  to  them,  report  specifically  on  the 
administration  of  this  Act  in  workshops  and  work-places  ;  he  shall 
send  a  copy  of  his  Annual  Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State.” 

Within  the  Rural  District  are  four  mills  which  are  Factories 
and  do  not  come  under  your  jurisdiction. 

WORKSHOPS. 

There  have  been  56  inspections  made  of  Workshops  :  defects 
found,  8  ;  remedied,  8. 

The  following  list  I  have  made  of  workshops  situated  in  the 
District.  The  District  Council  do  not  keep  a  register  of  workshops. 

Blacksmiths  . .  .  .  12 

Builders  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Cabinet  Makers  .  .  .  .  1 

Carpenters  &  Wheelwrights  7 

Monumental  Masons  .  .  1 

Plumbers  .  .  .  .  2 

Saddlers  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Tailors  .  .  . .  . .  2 

27 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  four  bakehouses  in  the  district,  three  in  the  village 
of  Leintwardine  and  one  in  the  village  of  Wigmore.  They  all 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Order  of  1885,  were  made  by  the  District  Council  in  1900.  No 
Public  Notice  was  given  during  the  year  of  the  necessity  for 
registration. 

There  are  2  Dairies  and  Milkshops  on  the  register,  both 
situated  in  the  village  of  Leintwardine.  They  have  been  fre¬ 
quently  inspected  during  the  year. 

No  milk  is  sent  out  of  the  district. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES, 

There  are  two  Slaughter-houses  in  the  village  of  Leintward- 
ine,  these  have  been  inspected  and  are  kept  in  a  sanitary  condition. 

There  are  two  in  the  village  of  Wigmore,  one  has  been 
recently  repaired,  drained,  and  is  kept  in  a  sanitary  condition  ; 
the  other  is,  in  its  present  condition,  unfit  for  use  as  a  slaughter¬ 
house  ;  notice  has  been  served  by  the  District  Council  on  the 
occupier  of  this  house  to  have  it  put  in  proper  sanitary  repair,  but 
it  has  not  been  carried  out  so  far. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES, 

There  is  one  Common  Lodging-house  in  the  village  of 
Leintwardine  ;  it  is  kept  fairly  well.  Bye-laws  have  been  made 
in  respect  of  this  class  of  house. 

SCHOOLS, 

There  are  10  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District. 
They  are  provided  with  Sanitary  Pail  System  of  Closets.  They 
have  water  supply  with  exception  of  Burrington  and  Adforton. 
The  water  supply  at  Lingen  School  was  found  defective,  notice 
was  served  on  the  Managers  to  have  defects  rectified. 

The  Herefordshire  County  Council  have  appointed  a  County  • 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  is  also  Medical  Inspector  of  School- 
children,  but  as  he  was  only  appointed  at  the  commencement  of 
this  year,  1909,  he  has  not  been  able  to  inspect  the  Schools  in  this 
District  yet. 

On  my  recommendation  the  following  Schools  were  closed 
duriug  the  year  : 

Burrington  School  closed  from  March  21st_to  31st  on  account 
of  outbreak  of  Mumps. 

Wigmore  School  closed  from  December  7th,  1908,  to  January 
18th,  1909,  on  account  of  the  Schoolmaster’s  son,  who  was  an  in¬ 
mate  of  the  School-house,  having  contracted  Scarlet  Fever, 

PERMISSIVE  POWERS, 

The  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  has  been 
adopted  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.  The 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  not  been  adopted. 

The  Council  does  not  possess  any  of  the  Urban  powers  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875, 


10 


REPORT  of  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1908,  in  conneetion 
with  my  work  as  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Since  my  appointment  in  March,  1908,  I  have  visited  and 
investigated  13  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  disinfected  9 
houses.  I  have  also  inspected  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds, 

t 

Slaughter-houses,  Factories  and  Workshops,  and  found  them, 
with  the  exception  of  lime-washing  (which  is  now  more  frequently 
done),  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition,  with  the  exception  of  one 
of  the  Slaughter-houses  in  Wigmore  village. 

Notices  to  connect  all  house  drains  with  the  new  sewer  at 
Wigmore  have  in  the  majority  of  cases  been  carried  out  in  a  very 
satisfactory  manner  ;  all  the  work  has  been  inspected  by  me  and 
no  connection  has  been  made  without  my  approval.  It  will  be 
advisable  to  appoint  some  person  to  attend  to  the  periodical 
flushing  of  the  sewer  and  to  the  regulation  of  the  effluent  on  the 
irrigation  area. 

Complaint  was  made  respecting  offensive  smell  from  the 
sewer  at  Brampton  Bryan,  and  the  Council  have  given  instructions 
for  the  better  flushing  and  ventilating  of  the  same. 

The  sewage  outfall  for  the  village  of  Leintwardine  was 
cleaned  out  in  the  beginning  of  the  summer. 

I  have  also  inspected  the  Schools  in  the  District  and  found 
them,  with  the  exception  of  Lingen  School,  in  a  clean  and  satis¬ 
factory  condition.  Notice  has  been  served  on  the  Managers  of 
Lingen  School  to  do  the  necessary  work  to  put  the  sanitation  and 
water  supply  into  a  satisfactory  condition. 

The  water  supply  for  Whitton  Cottages  was  found  to  be  con¬ 
taminated  by  surface  pollution  and  the  pump  was  out  of  order  ; 
this,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Leintwardine  Water  Com¬ 
mittee,  was  ordered  to  be  attended  to,  and  the  necessary  work 
was  carried  out. 

Summary  of  work  done  : 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES* 

Cases  enquired  into 

Houses  Disinfected 


13 

9 
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WATER  SUPPLY* 

Wells  Cleaned  . .  . .  .  .  1 

Wells  Repaired  .  .  .  *  1 

Sample  of  water  obtained  for 

Analysis  .  , .  , .  1 


HOUSE  DRAINS* 

New  Drains  Laid  . .  . .  40 

Trapped  and  Ventilated.  .  .  .  7 
Drains  and  Sewer  Cleaned  .  .  1 


WATER  CLOSETS* 

New  Water  Closet  . .  . .  1 


PRIVIES  &  ASHPITS* 

New  Provided  .  .  . .  . .  2 

Repaired  . .  .  ,  .  .  1 

Cleaned  . .  . .  . .  13 

NOTICES  TO  ABATE  NUISANCES* 


Number  Served  . .  .  .  51 

,,  Complied  with  .  .  40 

,,  Outstanding  .  .  .  .  11 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  on  Register  2 
Slaughter-houses  ,,  ,,  4 

(Signed)  ALFRED  DUNNING,  A.R.S.I., 


January,  1909. 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


I  append  four  tabular  statements  of  sickness  and  mortality 
returns  for  the  year  1908,  and  one  relating  to  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen,1 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LAWDER  T*  WHELAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Leintwardine, 

March,  1909. 


